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manure for the home farms. At the same time, while anything
that would tend to excite hatred and contempt of the enemy
was allowed to pass the censors at the front and at home, facts
that told in his favour were carefully suppressed.

Let us take one striking instance of such discrimination.
There was amongst the horrors of the prolonged trench warfare
on the western front one of a specially ghastly and sometimes
even cruel character. A not infrequent incident of earlier wars
had been a temporary local armistice,, described in the official
British Manual of Military Law as a 'Suspension of Arms'. It
was a local truce to clear the ground between the opposing
fronts, remove the wounded for treatment and the dead for
burial. The Manual in current use before 1914 gave full direc-
tions for arranging and acting on such a truce, with a model
form for the articles of agreement to be signed under flag of
truce at the outset. During the years of trench warfare this
humane and honourable 'custom of war' seems to have fallen
into all but complete desuetude. On the fronts where conditions
were static for months at a time, and the 'no-man's-land9
between the opposing lines was a narrow one, after each
attempted local advance, the wounded lay dying in the open
ground unless they could crawl to safety or be rescued in the
night, and decaying corpses hung tangled in the wire, or lay in
hollows of the ground. There were indeed at times informal
truces when men did not fire on opponents who came out to
help the wounded or remove the dead. These, however,
were irregular and unauthorized proceedings, There was an
irregular truce on a larger scale, on one limited sector of the
front of the first day of the Battle of the Somme (i July 1916).
A British brigade had suffered heavy loss in an abortive attempt
to storm the enemy front. As the fighting was dying down the
Germans sent over a low-flying aeroplane which dropped a
message, promising a cCease fire* and help for the rescue parties,
if the British would send out men to bring in the wounded.
The offer was accepted. A distinguished English journalist
included in his account of the day a brief reference to this
humane action of the enemy. The censor struck it out. There